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Race/Ethnicity  

People of color and ethnic minoritized groups experience greater exposure to environmental 

hazards than white populations due to the location of pollution sources in historically racially and 

ethnically segregated communities throughout the United States (Bullard et al., 2008; Mohai et al., 

2009; Mohai and Saha, 2015; University of Washington Department of Environmental & 

Occupational Health Sciences and Washington State Department of Health., 2022). Redlining was a 

practice of the 1930s for designating communities as “hazardous” for home mortgage-lending based 

on the prevalence of industrial exposures, low-income levels, and racial and ethnic diversity. This racist 

policy encouraged racial residential segregation and continues to drive environmental inequality today 

(Kaufman and Hajat, 2021). Research and surveys conducted on social and economic wellbeing show 

that 81 percent of metropolitan regions in the United States were more segregated as of 2019 than 

they were in 1990 (Madrigano et al., 2022). The neighborhoods that were red-lined in the past have 

reduced green space in present day, which several studies show is associated with racial residential 

segregation, urban heat islands, more noise pollution, and poorer air quality (Nardone et al., 2021).  

  

The CDC has labeled systemic racism as a serious public health threat (“Environmental Justice 

Index Indicators.,” 2022). Systemic racism affects the health of residents in Connecticut today. For 

example, a survey conducted by DataHaven found that in Connecticut 11% of white, 13% of Black, 

and 21% of Latino adults have asthma, a disease that is triggered by air pollution (Ofgang, 2020). As 

of 2020, people of color and ethnic minorities in the state had higher rates of diabetes, food insecurity, 

healthcare discrimination, no health insurance, obesity, opioid overdoses, and poverty than 

Connecticut’s white populations (Davila et al., 2020). According to the U.S. Census, Connecticut has 

a white-alone population of 66.4%. This value has been steadily decreasing, meaning the state of 

Connecticut is becoming more diverse in racial demographics (Connecticut by the Numbers, 2021). 

  
Indicator  This indicator represents the tracts ranked by their percentile level of percentage of sum 

of all race/ethnicity categories except White/Non-Hispanics. 

Data Source  2017-2021 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates 

Method  The 2017-2021 ACS 5-year estimates “ACS SELECTED ECONOMIC 

CHARACTERISTICS” from U.S. Census in tract resolution is geocoded.  
The total population on the tract level is found in Table DP05_0033E 
(Estimate!!RACE!!Total population). The total Non-Hispanic/white DP05_0077E 
Estimate!!HISPANIC OR LATINO AND RACE!!Total population!!Not Hispanic or 
Latino!!White alone was subtracted from the total population to find all the race groups 
that are not characterized as single white race. All race except non-Hispanic/white is 
divided by the total population to find the sum of all racial categories.  
  
The percentiles are normalized into impact rank scores between 0 (least impacted) to 10 
(most impacted). The map was segmented into ten equally-sized sections between the 0 
and 10. In addition, an 11th category was established for instances where data was not 
available or the total population is given as zero. The value in the table below represents 
the percentage of the indicator in each census tract. 

https://www.census.gov/newsroom/press-kits/2022/acs-5-year.html
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Min Value Max Value Min Percentile Max Percentile Min Rank Max Rank 

0 648 0 9.38 0 1 

86 702 9.61 19.45 1 2 

174 695 19.57 29.41 2 3 

265 1048 29.52 39.36 3 4 

282 1854 39.59 49.43 4 5 

606 1877 49.54 59.38 5 6 

1110 2324 59.5 69.34 6 7 

1070 3487 69.45 79.41 7 8 

243 5606 79.52 89.36 8 9 

1146 3313 89.47 99.89 9 10 
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